Direct erosion and prolapse of esophageal stents into the tracheobronchial tree leading to life-threatening airway compromise.
Covered or uncovered self-expanding metal stents are currently used for the palliative treatment of neoplastic esophageal obstructions or compressions and malignant esophageal leaks or fistulas. This small series, from three different European hospitals, highlights the unusual but significant complication of esophageal stent perforation followed by erosion and prolapse of the endoprosthesis into the tracheobronchial tree causing acute airway compromise or aspiration. Possible causal mechanisms and means of treatment are discussed to raise physician awareness of this life-threatening complication.